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Copyrights  
Copyright Ò 2015 Jean Wawrzyniak-Fry. All rights reserved. 

Printed in United States 

The information in this guide is subject to change without notice. No part of this guide may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, or mechanical, for any purpose, 
without the express written permission of:  

Jean Wawrzyniak-Fry 
DPR Realty LLC 
3850 E Baseline Rd #119 
Mesa, AZ 85206 

Jean Wawrzyniak-Fry may have patents or pending patent applications, trademarks, copyrights, or 
other intellectual property rights covering subject matter in this guide. The furnishing of this guide 
does not give you license to these patents, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property 
except as expressly provided in a written licenses agreement from Jean Wawrzyniak-Fry. 

All information in this report  is subject to change and should be independently verified. Please note 
that data in this report  is derived from various sources and every effort is made to ensure the 
accuracy. However, Jean Wawrzyniak-Fry assumes no liability or damages due to errors or 
omissions. 
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Why I Love Mesa  
I canôt tell you how much I love living in the Mesa area, and if youôre in the process of relocating to Mesa, I 
know youôre going to love this Mesa Relocation Guide! It has over 170 pages of detailed information on our  
wonderful city, school, neighborhoods, activities, home valueséeverything that you need to know. 
There are so many benefits to living in the Phoenix area, and Mesa is one of its top suburbs. Why do I think 
Mesa Arizona is great!  I am not going to parrot facts from Sperlings or  Street Advisor.   Everyone is 
differenté.This is my opinioné...Mountain views, people, weather, outdoor activities, economic stability and 
culture are my hot points.   
 

Mountain views  
 

 
Superstition Mountains 
 
I live in far east Mesa, almost in Apache junction.   I just love drivi ng down the road and seeing the 
superstition mountains.  When I bought my house I needed at least a small mountain view.  Mesa has views 
of Usery Mountain, Superstition Mountain, Goldfield Mountains, McDowell Mountains, and Phoenix Mountains.  
I used to hi ke Usery mountain trails.  I love the vast views.  This is my Nirvana.  
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People  
 

 
Great People 
 

My personal experience with the people is very positive.  There is a strong sense of community here.  People 
reach out and help each other.  For example I wa s driving in a downpour, I needed to make a u turn in a fairly 
rural area in Mesaé.my front wheel inched into the mud on the side of the road and my whole car slid into the 
mud.  I was stuck.  I called auto clubé.as I waited 3 different sets of gentlemen (I use that term specifically) 
stopped in the driving rain, slogged into the mud and tried to pull me out.  The 3 rd gentleman succeeded.  
There were also people that stopped to make sure help was coming.  This was a rural areaé.traffic was light t 
best.  I must add I am not a young cutie men will stop to impress.  My husband and daughter have had similar 
experiences.  So my overall impression is a people that truly do care for each other.  

 

Weather  
 

 
Sun 
 
I grew up in Illinois.  I had 4 seasons  (2 were wonderfuléspring and fall).  I miss fall  the most.  There were 
clear crisp days enjoying the fall colors.  I had a lot of cold and wet and overcast days.  I do not miss that.   
Mesa is sunny and warm.  Winter is amazing here with temperatures in the 60ôs and 70ôs.  Our bad weather is 
the intense heat in the summer, while 100 and dry is pleasanté..120 is blazing hot.  So we stay in the air-
conditioning.  I would rather have the heat than the cold.  I have never s lid off the road because of heaté. 
Only the ice (and once in the rain).  
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Outdoor A ctivities  

 

Red Mountain Golf Course 

 

Tubing on Salt River 

 

Spring Training 

 

This goes hand in hand with the weather.  The area has tons of hiking, golf, bike trails, parks, pools, splash 
pads, river tubing, boating, fi shing, hunting, spring training camps and professional sports. 

 

Economic Stability  and Growth  

 

Mesa is fiscally conservative.  The city is not in debt.  The city is growing.  It is one of the fastest growing 
cities in the US.  The city is also affordable.  Taxes are low and employment is high.  Ok this is dry boring 
stuff, but it is important to me.  

 

Culture

 

Mesa Grande Ruins 

 

 

 

Mesa Arts Center 

 

 

 

Mesa Womenôs Club 

 

Mesa has has a great Arts Center that brings in national acts and plays, local communi ty theater, museums, 
archeological sites, libraries, and historic buildings.  I am a former Architect. I love historic buildings.   
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Where to Stay When You Visit  
According to Trip Advisor Mesa Arizona has 57 hotels.  That is a lot of choices.  When you come to visit, I 
recommend staying at the La Quinta Inn and Suites Mesa Superstition Springs.  It is well rated a nd centrally 
located.  You can search for another selection by clicking on the map below or here.  A list view of 
hotels/motels is available here. 

Other places to stay include: 

¶ Courtyard by Marriott Phoenix Mesa near Cubs spring training 

¶ Hyatt Place Phoenix/Mesa in northwest Mesa 

¶ Phoenix Marriott Mesa near Downtown Mesa 

 

 

 

Extended Stay in Mesa  
Also known as Temporary Housing or Short-Term Housing 

If you need extended stay in Mesa, here are some options. These options frequently change, but this should 
at least get you started.  

¶ Extended Stay America Mesa 

¶ Arizona Furnished Apartments 

¶ Residence Inn Mesa 

¶ Hawthorn Suites Extended Stay 

 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g31281-d74970-Reviews-La_Quinta_Inn_Suites_Mesa_Superstition_Springs-Mesa_Arizona.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotels-g31281-Mesa_Arizona-Hotels.html#MAPVIEW
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotels-g31281-Mesa_Arizona-Hotels.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g31281-d73587-Reviews-Courtyard_by_Marriott_Phoenix_Mesa-Mesa_Arizona.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g31281-d1201110-Reviews-Hyatt_Place_Phoenix_Mesa-Mesa_Arizona.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g31281-d73629-Reviews-Phoenix_Marriott_Mesa-Mesa_Arizona.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotels-g31281-Mesa_Arizona-Hotels.html#MAPVIEW
http://www.extendedstayamerica.com/hotels/az/phoenix/mesa
http://azfurnishedapartments.com/?gclid=Cj0KEQjwgoKqBRDt_IfLr8y1iMUBEiQA8Ua7XX9tIxBLOK7AHeUsjt8ztX2LeReUrAZAkJetjBxtMMsaAk0e8P8HAQ
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/phxrm-residence-inn-phoenix-mesa/
http://www.hawthorn.com/hotels/arizona/chandler/hawthorn-suites-by-wyndham-chandler-phoenix-area/hotel-overview?partner_id=&hotel_id=30841&group_code=&campaign_code=&propId=BH30841&brand_id=BH&checkout_date=&modify=false&useWRPoints=false&children=0&corporate_id=&ratePlan=&teens=0&affiliate_id=&altPropId=30841&brand_code=BH%2CDI%2CRA%2CBU%2CHJ%2CKG%2CMT%2CSE%2CTL%2CWG%2CWY%2CWT%2CWP&iata=&childAgeParam=&rate_code=&adults=1&discreteParam=&checkin_date=&rooms=1
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Description  of Mesa Arizona  

About Mesa  

Located 20 miles from downtown Phoenix, Mesa is the third largest city in Arizona and is located in the south -
central portion of the state in Maricopa County. Sitting atop a plate au overlooking the Valley of the Sun, the 
city gets its name from the Spanish word for ñtabletop.ò  
 

 
 

As you can see Mesa is a long city in the east west axis.  It is approximately 18 miles long following the 60 
Freeway. Due to this long stretch Mesa is often referred to as either East Mesa or West Mesa. 

Area:  125.18 square miles (2000) 

Elevation:  1,241 feet above sea level 
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Mesa History  

Prior to the arrival of Europeans, the area had been inhabited for centuries by native peoples, including the 
Hohokam and later the Pima. The Hohokam culture developed an extensive system of irrigation canals, some 
of which are still used today.  

Controlled by Spain and then by Mexico, the area was ceded to the U.S. following the Mexican War (1846ï
1848). Mormon settlers arrived on the site in 1878 and used the old irrigation canals for farming in the Salt 
River valley. Mesa was incorporated as a town in 1883 and as a city in 1930. 

Founded by Mormon agricultural pioneers, Mesa today is growing like a weed. Far enough from Phoenix to 
retain its small town feel yet near enough to the big city to encourage the growth of technological and 
manufacturing industries, Mesa has become more than a retirement community and has evolved into a tourist 
mecca in its own right. Layers of native, frontier, and Mexican history have combined to form a city of eclectic 
tastes and offerings, from the prehistoric farming canals deep in the ground to the aviation businesses that 
take to the skies. 

Falcon Field Airport and Williams Air Force Base were built in 1941 to train fighter pilots during World War II. 
After the war, the city grew rapidly, as many military families decided to settle in Mesa permanently, and 
tourism also became a major force. Williams AFB closed in the early 1990s, but Falcon Field has become one 
of the ten largest U.S. airports in terms of based aircraft and supports more than 30 aviation -related 
businesses. 

Currently Mesa is one of the fastest-growing cities in the United States, due to its excellent climate and strong 
local economy, which boasts some of the country's top manufacturers. Electronics, automotive testing, 
propulsion equipment, aerospace, and heavy machinery firms are among the most significant in the region.  

The Mesa corridor has a diversified economic base, from aerospace/aviation, agri-business; automotive and 
business services to educational institutions, electronics, health services, manufacturing, retail and 
transportation services. Mesa is a sprawling greenbelt and important Valley business corridor noted for 
welcoming a diverse culture. Serving as the winter home for the Chicago Cubs, Mesa offers many options for 
living the good life, from small family -centered neighborhoods to wide open spaces with horse properties, 
surrounded by numerous parks, good schools, golf courses, tennis courts, historical sites, museums, art 
galleries, theaters, restaurants, and shopping centers. 



Mesa, AZ Relocation Guide 

Jean Wawrzyniak -Fry Realtor  

480 721 -1195  

www.HomesWithJean.com  June 30,2015    11  

 
Timeline of Mesa Arizona  
I find the history of Mea fascinating.  I hope you do too.  
 
Prior to 20th century  
 
¶ 1878 - Mormon settlers arrive. 
¶ 1883  

o Mesa City incorporated. 
o Alexander Findlay Macdonald becomes mayor. 

¶ 1892 - Mesa Free Press newspaper begins publication. 
¶ 1896 - Sirrine House built. 
¶  

20th century  
¶ 1902 - Evans School for Boys opens; later renamed Mesa Ranch 

School 
¶ 1908 - Granite Reef Diversion Dam is completed; the Salt River Valley Water Users' Association 

permanently provides water for irrigation canals in Mesa from this point, replacing the earlier Mormon -
lead efforts 

¶ 1909 - The original "Old Main" campus of Mesa High School opens  
o Mesa installs potable water works system 

¶ 1911 - Roosevelt Dam is completed, regulating the flow of the Salt River for the first time, and 
providing cheap electrical power to parts of Mesa  

o Mesa takes over irrigation system operation within incorporated city limits  
¶ 1915 - Mesa installs sanitary sewer system 
¶ 1917 - Mesa purchases existing gas and electric utilities from Dr. A.J. Chandler 
¶ 1921 - Mesa Welfare League founded. 
¶ 1923 - Mesa Tribune newspaper begins publication. 
¶ 1927 - Mesa Arizona Temple dedicated (first time).  
¶ 1928 - first production of the Mesa Arizona Easter Pageant 
¶ 1931 - Town area expanded. 
¶ 1937 - City Hall built.  
¶ 1941  

o U.S. Williams Air Force Base established. 
o British Flying Training School at Falcon Field active near Mesa 

¶ 1948  
o Mesa Country Club established. 
o Falcon Field becomes part of Mesa 

¶ 1949  
o Modern wastewater treatment plant built at Riverview  

¶ 1950  
o KTYL-FM radio begins broadcasting. 
o Population: 16,790. 

¶ 1953 - General Motors Desert Proving Grounds opens  
o Mesa celebrates 75th anniversary Diamond Jubilee 
o 10 million gallon Pasadena city reservoir completed 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granite_Reef_Diversion_Dam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salt_River_Project#History
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Roosevelt_Dam
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KZZP
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Motors_Proving_Grounds#Desert_.28Mesa.29_Proving_Ground
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¶ 1962 - Westwood High School opens 
¶ 1965 - Mesa Community College, and Adelante con Mesa established. 
¶ 1967 - Original "Old Main" building of Mesa High School burns to the 

ground 
¶ 1968  

o Tri City Mall in business. 
o KMND radio begins broadcasting. 
o City of Mesa takes over operations of Falcon Field 

¶ 1970  
o Lehi becomes part of city. 
o Population: 63,049. 

¶ 1971 - Prehab of Mesa (youth-related nonprofit) established.  
¶ 1972 - Mesa High School reopens at a new location (farther east and 

south) 
¶ 1972 - Mesa Central High School opens at site of original Mesa High campus 
¶ 1973 - Dobson Ranch planned community began selling homes in the first phase of its 26 year 

development 
¶ 1975  

o After extensive renovations, the Mesa Arizona Temple is rededicated 
o The Park of the Canals is added to the National Register of Historic Places; work then 

commences for developing park facilities and later the botanical garden 
¶ 1976 - Mountain View High School opens 
¶ 1977  

o Mesa Southwest Museum (later renamed the Arizona Museum of Natural History) founded 
o the original Hohokam Park opens 

¶ 1978 - Western Design Center is founded by Bill Mensch  
o Mesa celebrates 100-year Centennial 

¶ 1979  
o Fiesta Mall in business. 
o Mesa Amphitheatre built.  
o Mesa Weekly News begins publication. 

¶ 1980  
o Population: 152,453. 
o Arizona Museum for Youth opens 
o Used Cars, filmed primarily in Mesa, opens in theaters  

¶ 1981  
o Mesa Sister Cities Association and Mesa United Way active. 
o Sister city relationship established with Guaymas, Mexico. 
o Champlin Fighter Museum opens 

¶ 1983  
o Dobson High School opens 
o Sister city relationship established with Upper Hutt, New Zealand. 
o Mesa Golfland opens, expanding to become Golfland Sunsplash by 1986 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westwood_High_School_%28Mesa,_Arizona%29
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesa_Arizona_Temple
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guaymas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Champlin_Fighter_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dobson_High_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_Hutt
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¶ 1984 - Al Brooks becomes mayor. 
¶ 1987  

o Mesa Historical Museum opens 
o Living Word Bible Church active. 

¶ 1988  
o Peggy Rubach becomes mayor. 
o Red Mountain High School opens 

¶ 1989 - Sister city relationship established with 
Caraz, Peru. 

¶ 1990  
o Population: 288,104. 
o Superstition Springs Center opens 
o first section of Arizona State Route 202 

opens; downtown Lehi was removed to 
make way for it  

¶ 1991  
o East Valley Institute of Technology Main campus opens 
o Mesa Community Action Network active. 

¶ 1992  
o Willie Wong becomes mayor. 
o Mesa Solar Sox is founded 

¶ 1993  
o Sister city relationship established with Kaiping, China. 
o Williams Air Force Base closes, begins transition to Williams Gateway Airport 

¶ 1994  
o Williams Gateway Airport opens 
o Paz De Cristo Community Center opens 

¶ 1995  
o A.T. Still University's Arizona School of Health Sciences opens 
o Heritage Academy (Arizona) opens 
o the current Organ Stop Pizza location in Mesa is opened 

¶ 1996  
o Wayne Brown becomes mayor. 
o Arizona State University at the Polytechnic campus opens on the former Williams Air Force Base 
o Sun Valley High School opens 

¶ 1997  
o Harkins Superstition Springs cinema in business. 
o Noah Webster School opens. 
o the new HoHoKam Stadium opens 

¶ 1998 - Tri City Mall closes, all existing buildings demolished except for former site of JCPenney store, 
which remains standing until 2006 

¶ 1999  
o Skyline High School opens 
o AMC Mesa Grand 24 cinema in business. 
o Saint Ignatius of Antioch Church active (approximate date).  
o Sister city relationship established with Burnaby, Canada. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Mayors_of_Mesa,_Arizona
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Mountain_High_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caraz
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesa_Solar_Sox
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaiping
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Williams_Air_Force_Base
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21 st  Century  
2000  

o Keno Hawker becomes mayor.  
o Population: 396,375. 

¶ 2002 - Desert Ridge High School opens; it is physically 
located in Mesa, but is part of Gilbert Public Schools 
instead of Mesa Public Schools. 

¶ 2003  
o Arizona School of Dentistry and Oral Health opens 

at A.T. Still University's Mesa campus 
o Champlin Fighter Museum closed 

¶ 2005  
o Mesa Arts Center built.  
o Mesa Miners is founded 
o Mesa adopts city flag 

¶ 2006 - Mesa Preparatory Academy opens 
¶ 2007  

o Mesa Riverview opens 
o Gateway 12/IMAX Theatre (cinema) in business. 
o A.T. Still University School of Osteopathic Medicine in Arizona opens at A.T. Still University's Mesa 

campus 
¶ 2008  

o October: Immigr ation raid by Maricopa County Sheriff.[19]  
o Sycamore Drive and Main Street Metro Light Rail (Phoenix) station opens, in front of the former Tri 

City Mall location; it is the first Metro Light Rail station in Mesa, and is the eastern terminator until 
future expansions are completed 

o Scott Smith becomes mayor. 
¶ 2009  

o closure of the General Motors Desert Proving Grounds is completed 
o East Valley Mormon Choral Organization established, as part of the Millennial Choirs and Orchestras 

¶ 2010  
o United Food Bank active 
o Population: 439,041. 

¶ 2011  
o East Valley Institute of Technology East campus opened, adjacent to ASU Polytechnic 
o Humanist Society of Greater Phoenix active. 

¶ 2012  
o February 22: Republican Party presidential primaries debate held. 
o December 10: Alexander murder trial begins. 
o Eastmark opens in the former General Motors Desert Proving Grounds site 

¶ 2013  
o Mesa Grande Cultural Park opens. 
o Matt Salmon becomes U.S. representative for Arizona's 5th congressional district and Kyrsten 

Sinema becomes U.S. representative for Arizona's 9th congressional district. 
o the inaugural Visit Mesa Gateway Classic annual golf tournament is held  

¶ 2014  
o Cubs Park opens 
o John Giles becomes mayor 
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Mesa Weather  
Located in the Sonoran Desert, Mesa has a desert climate, with mild winters and very hot summers. The 
hottest month is July, with an average high of 106  °F (41 °C) and an average low of 77 °F (25 °C). The 
coldest month is January, with an average high of 67  °F (19 °C) and an average low of 41 °F (5 °C). 

Rain usually arrives in June as ñmonsoonsòðtropical moisture flows from the south, which trigger large 
thunderstorms and raise humidity. Some Pacific storms get through mainly in March and April. Annual 
precipitation and annual cloud days are among the lowest in the country.  

Climate data for Mesa, Arizona 

Month Jan Feb Mar  Apr  May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year 

Record high °F (°C) 
89 

(32) 

95 

(35) 

99 

(37) 

106 

(41) 

118 

(48) 

116 

(47) 

119 

(48) 

115 

(46) 

113 

(45) 

107 

(42) 

97 

(36) 

86 

(30) 

119 

(48) 

Average high °F (°C) 
67 

(19) 

71 

(22) 

77 

(25) 

85 

(29) 

94 

(34) 

104 

(40) 

106 

(41) 

104 

(40) 

99 

(37) 

89 

(32) 

75 

(24) 

67 

(19) 

86.5 

(30.2) 

Average low °F (°C) 
41 

(5) 

45 

(7) 

49 

(9) 

54 

(12) 

61 

(16) 

70 

(21) 

77 

(25) 

76 

(24) 

70 

(21) 

59 

(15) 

47 

(8) 

40 

(4) 

57.4 

(13.9) 

Record low °F (°C) 
15 

(ī9) 

19 

(ī7) 

24 

(ī4) 

30 

(ī1) 

37 

(3) 

43 

(6) 

54 

(12) 

51 

(11) 

40 

(4) 

30 

(ī1) 

22 

(ī6) 

17 

(ī8) 

15 

(ī9) 

Average precipitation inches 

(mm) 

1.01 

(25.7) 

1.03 

(26.2) 

1.19 

(30.2) 

0.33 

(8.4) 

0.17 

(4.3) 

0.06 

(1.5) 

0.89 

(22.6) 

1.14 

(29) 

0.89 

(22.6) 

0.81 

(20.6) 

0.77 

(19.6) 

0.98 

(24.9) 

9.27 

(235.6) 
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Mesa Demographics  

Race 

By race, Mesaôs demographics breakdown is: 

¶ 1.5% Asian 
¶ 2.5% Black or African American 

¶ 19.7% Hispanic or Latino 
¶ 81.7% White 
¶ 11.1% Other 

¶  

Mesa Family Income  
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Mesa Quick View  

 

 

Mesa Crime Statist ics  

 


